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CANDIDATE PROFILE 

Name: John Smith                     Current City: London 

Destination City: Sydney Current Net Salary: 200,000 

Job reference: Sales and Marketing Director Current Currency: GBP 

COST OF LIVING SALARY EXPECTATION SUMMARY 

John Smith earns a net salary of GBP 200,000 in London, which is equivalent to AUD 000,000 in 

Sydney based on cost of living comparison. Therefore, John will need to earn a minimum take home 

pay of AUD 000,000 to maintain the same standard of living. 

COST OF LIVING CALCULATION 

The cost of living is calculated using the cost of living indices from the Economist Intelligence Unit's 

Worldwide Cost of Living Survey. The indices show the difference in living costs between cities. The 

cost of living in the candidate’s current city (London) is expressed as 100. The cost of living in 

Sydney is then indexed against this number. The cost of living index is calculated by using exactly the 

same price data in both cities and is based on the arithmetic mean of price levels in the two selected 

cities. 

Cities Exchange rate/US$ Currency 

London X GBP 

Sydney X AUD 

Cities Mean Index
a
 High Index

b
 

London 100 100 

Sydney XXX XXX 

a Mean = average prices compared in both cities, b High = high prices in host compared to average in 

base city 

Source: The Economist Intelligence Unit 
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CANDIDATE'S COST OF PURCHASES IN SYDNEY 

 

Source: The Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

 

 

 

 

         Products 

  

Prices (AUD)         

           

  Bread, white (1 kg)   0.00 

  Rice, white (1 kg)   0.00 

  Sugar, white (1 kg)   0.00 

  Corn flakes (375 g)   0.00 

  Milk, pasteurised (1 l)   0.00 

  Onions (1 kg)   

 

0.00 

  Tomatoes (1 kg)   0.00 

  Oranges (1 kg)   0.00 

  Apples (1 kg)    0.00 

  Bananas (1 kg)   0.00 

  Instant coffee (125 g)   0.00 

  Tea bags (25 bags)   0.00 

  Coca-Cola (1 l)   0.00 

  Orange juice (1 l)   0.00 

  Telephone line, monthly rental 0.00         

  Telephone, charge per local call from home (3 mins)                                                                            0.00         

  Monthly average, family of four 0.00           

  Electricity monthly bill, low price     0.00    

  Gas  monthly bill, low price     0.00    

  Water  monthly bill, low price     0.00    



HOW THE COST OF LIVING SALARY EXPECTATION IS CALCULATED 

The candidate's salary expectation is calculated by applying the general cost of living index to their 

current net salary. The cost of living index is applied by multiplying their current net salary and cost 

of living index for their destination city (Sydney), then divided by their current city’s cost of living 

index which will be 100. This figure is the equivalent net salary in their destination city but still in 

their current city’s local currency. 

The figure is converted into the local currency of their destination city by first converting to US 

dollars and then converting from US dollars into their destination city’s currency using the calculation 

date exchange rates. 

Candidate's current city: London 

Candidate's destination city: Sydney 

Current net salary in London: GBP 200,000 

Cost of living index in London: 100 

Cost of living in Sydney: 000 

Net salary in Sydney (in current city currency): GBP 000,000 

 

London Exchange rate to USD: 000 

Sydney Exchange rate to USD: 000 

New Net salary (in Sydney currency): AUD 000,000 

The current net salary of GBP 200,000 John earns in London is equivalent to AUD 000,000 in 

Sydney. Therefore, John needs to earn a minimum take home pay of AUD 000,000 to maintain the 

same standard of living. 

 

CALCULATING THE SALARY FOR A HIGHER STANDARD OF LIVING 

To calculate how much John  needs to earn to have a higher standard of living, their salary has been 

calculated using the high index which uses high prices in Sydney compared to average prices in 

London. 

Cost of living index in London: 100 

High cost of living index in Sydney: 000 

 

Using the high cost of living index, the estimated NET salary John needs to achieve a higher standard 

of living in Sydney is AUD 000,000. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                            

Terms of use: please visit www.salaryexpectation.com for the terms and conditions of using your 

Candidate Cost of Living Salary Report. 

Copyright © 2013 Human Resources Solutions Ltd. All Rights Reserved. 

Disclaimer: Whilst every effort has been taken to verify the accuracy of this information, Human 

Resources Solutions Ltd. cannot accept any responsibility or liability for reliance by any person on 

this information. 

Copyright notice: © [2013] The Economist Intelligence Unit Ltd. All rights reserved. 

Disclaimer notice: Whilst every effort has been taken to verify the accuracy of this information, the 

Economist Intelligence Unit Ltd. cannot accept any responsibility or liability for reliance by any 

person on this information. 
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